
Kingdom Growth Night (6 May 2020) 

Prayer notes provided are to assist your prayers on Kingdom Growth Night, but they also allow you to keep 
praying through the month. 

1) Bible Reflection (7.30-7.35pm) 
‘14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven,  Jesus the Son of God, let us 
hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 16 
Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace 
to help us in our time of need.‘ Hebrews 4:14-16 

2) Praying for the world and our church (7.35-7:50pm) 

THE WORLD 

“I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people – for 
kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.” 1 
Timothy 2:1-2 

In the midst of the global pandemic, some countries are doing it tougher than others: 

o give thanks for the effectiveness of measures taken in countries like Australia, New Zealand, Taiwan 
and South Korea to stem the spread of the virus.  Pray that as social restrictions are lifted, that 
citizens will be responsible so as not to trigger a second spike in transmissions. 

o pray for countries like the US, UK, Italy, Spain, Russia where hospital systems are stretched and too 
many lives are being lost to the virus 

o pray for Lebanon and the Philippines where there is civil unrest even in the midst of the pandemic 
because there is no sufficient social support for the poor and hungry. 

o pray for refugees in places like Syria and Bangladesh, where their access to a safety and treatment 
should they be infected with the virus is precarious 

o pray for the political tensions within and between nations threatened to erupt over the mistakes 
made in response to the crisis. 

o Meanwhile, the church in a number of countries are still being persecuted.  Anhui province in China, 
for example, have resumed tearing down crosses at places of worship. 

 
THE CHURCH 

• PRAY FOR US IN BLACKBURN AND DONCASTER 

o Thank God for His provision for those in our church, with work and physical support.  Pray for those 
who have lost work, are physically isolated or need medical attention at such time, that they will not 
be fearful but will trust God.  Pray also for those (eg, teachers, essential workers, families with young 
children/special needs) whose lives have been made harder by the social restrictions.  Pray that we 
may see those who are in need and reach out with a helping hand. 

o Thank God for the encouragement each and through the week, from the living word of God.  Pray 
that as we feed on it and study it together, that our faith will grow, and our love for God and one 
another will increase.  Pray for that we may have ample opportunities to be salt and light in the 
world, and that the name of God may be glorified through our testimony. 

o Thank God for leaders of kids’ church, HTY and Growth Groups who continue to serve each Sunday.  
Pray that they may grow God’s people in the knowledge of the word and encourage all to obey the 
commands of Jesus. 

  



Further prayer points from HTD Pastors” 

Vijay Henderson - Give thanks for all the ways God is using the harmful virus for good, such as spreading 
our reach through our online services, better attendance at small groups, building better family bonds 
during lockdown and people are willing to have conversations about faith and more serious matters. Pray 
that we would be trusting in God through this and other harmful situations in our lives. Pray for members 
of our church who have had reduced employment or business income as a result of the virus. 

Michelle Caruana - Give thanks for: i) Alex's help in filming and editing the Kids Church Online videos, ii) 
the involvement of leaders and families to maintain connections within Kids Church, iii) technology that 
has enabled us to continue providing opportunities to connect, learn and worship.  Pray for: i) creativity to 
find new ways to produce interesting and engaging material for kids, ii) families under pressure in 
isolation coping with different working and schooling environments iii) diligence in my studies at Ridley as 
the end of semester approaches 

Geoff Hall - Give thanks that the HTD youth ministries have been able to continue despite lockdown.  Give 
thanks for the many young people still eager to join in on Fridays and Sundays.  Pray that God would 
sustain these people who are used to gathering and seeing Christian friends each week and pray that God 
would be working in their lives even though it's so different.  Give thanks for the many faithful leaders still 
loving, serving and teaching these young people.  Pray that God would sustain and strengthen them with 
the challenges that come, like screen fatigue and decreased engagement. 

Chinese Pastors (David and Esther, David Xu, Alan) – Pray for God’s help for families in suffering due to 
difficult situations such as sickness, relationship troubles, and mental illness.  Pray for Christians' faith to 
be strengthened and for them to have a closer relationship with the Lord as a result of the pandemic.  
Pray for parents to have enough energy, wisdom and patience to look after their children.  Pray for the 
opportunities of evangelism. 

3) Praying for our Gospel Partners (7.50pm) 

Tiff Hall (AFES, Victoria University) 

Give thanks for: 

o The students coming to our online Bible study groups and training sessions.  We looked at Phil 4.4-7 in 
Bible reading training over 4 weeks. Some of the students memorised it and I think all were encouraged 
that the Lord being near enables us to give our anxieties to God and be gentle. 

o The deeper conversations staff and students are having in 121 catch ups about God's sovereignty and 
goodness 

o The students who are able to join our online groups who weren't able to come to our physical meetings 

o Students who weren't previously committed to a church are watching church online together and 
encouraging and challenging each other after the service via message. Pray they would go to church 
physically when Iso is over 

o A student has set up a Bible reading plan and invited others to join her 

o A sense of community despite distance and for the new friendships formed over zoom 

Please pray for  

o The students who are feeling anxious or isolated and far from family or have lost their job, especially those 
who don't qualify for job seekers that God would provide for them and that we can be a part of that as a 
CU 

o Those who are finding iso with family or housemates very hard, that they display the fruit of the Spirit and 
so would adorn the gospel and be peacemakers 

o Wisdom and creativity for our student exec as they make plans to connect with new students in their 
classes over zoom 

o Good habits for our students as the honeymoon phase has ended and, for some of them, their bad habits 
have caught up with them 



o Deep trust in God's sovereign goodness when it’s harder to do all the things CU normally does and some 
students are discouraged by that. 

o Wisdom for staff and students as we plan for the future 

Jillian Davey (AFES, Melbourne Uni) 

“Bible Studies, one-to-one and meetings have all gone on-line.  This has presented us with a unique 
opportunity.  We are now conducting Bible studies with Students from around the globe.  My Colleague Ben 
who leads a Mandarin speaking Bible study group, has several students currently overseas, joining his group.  
Some of these students were part of our group last year but have not been able to return to Australia at the 
start of the year.  Other students we have never met have been invited by friends to join the group. 

In addition, I have several students who are in other countries, to whom I am ministering.  One is A who went 
to England on exchange, a week or two before things started to lock-down. She has continued to be part of 
our South Asian Bible study.  However, with time differences, sometimes it is difficult for her to get out of bed 
(6:30am local time) for her to join our study.  Please pray for this South Asian Bible study group.  Some of the 
members are excited to be in a Bible study for the first time, there are also members who are a bit on the 
fringe, pray that they would join in reading God's word. 

I have been encouraging C to invite a friend to read the Bible with the two of us.  C invited her good friend 
from High School "D" who is studying a PhD in the USA.  Please be praying for D.  As we read Mark, she seems 
to be struggling with just how incomprehensible Jesus is.   But praise God that she is eager to learn more about 
Jesus. 

Please be praying that we would continue to make the most of this time and be creative in the methods we 
use to reach International students for God.  Many of them are missing their families as well as worrying about 
their families, they also struggle with loneliness.  Other international students have no access to money and 
are struggling to get food. 

CMS (Church Missionary Society) 

CMS sends missionaries to countries where the opportunity for open Gospel ministry is increasingly more 
difficult.  Pray for those working in such places.  As a result of the COVID-19 epidemic, many missionaries are 
self-isolating at home on the mission field. 

o Pray for them in the uncertainties and everyday challenges of life during this period, as normal ministry is 
restricted. 

o Pray for local fellowships to keep trusting that our Father is living, good and gracious. 

o Pray that ministry teams will find suitable venues for meetings and outreach. 

o Pray for creative thoughts and ways to engage with people in this period, either online or offline. 

Brad and Michelle Jackson in Japan (with CMS) 

The Jacksons were due to return permanently from Japan in the middle of the year.  However, because of the 
coronavirus, they have decided to stay put and it is uncertain when they will return.  Despite disruption to 
original plans, they continue to trust God and to do ministry in Japan.  They see that God is giving 
opportunities for outreach at this time. 

Pray that God will help them not to be anxious or discouraged, but to keep trusting in Him, and doing His work 
during this uncertainty. 

  



Ronald and Mary Suah in Myanmar Bible College (with Overseas Council of Australia) 

o Please pray for Dr. Aung Mang’s (former Principal) bereaved family, Mrs. Dawt Dim, and their four 
children. 

o Please pray for MEGST faculty as they prepare new online courses. Also for students as they will face a lot 
of challenges regarding internet connection and computers.  

o Please pray for our church project as we plan to resume the work from next week.  

o Please pray for our family. Long restrictions or lockdown will be disastrous for us as we have no savings, no 
government provisions, no medical assistance. 

Cam and Jess Davey in Sri Lanka at Colombo Theological Seminary (with Pioneers) 

We are thankful for the increased contact and "community bonding” with our neighbours in this season as we 
pool resources and look out for each other in terms of buying food and keeping safe.  Please pray for: 

o Safety - these are getting to be desperate times (we have had several intruders and multiple beggars in the 
last few days) 

o Wisdom - which beggars to give to, how to respond to intruders, etc 
o CTS (Colombo Theological Seminary) - as they prepare to commence Term 2 at the end of May (primarily 

online for the first time) 
o For the church of Sri Lanka (and the world) - that people can love well and share the gospel 
o As a family - that we can extend grace and patience to each other in a time of close living and high stress 

levels 

Cross and Crown in Glen Waverley (new church plant) 

Cross and Crown are a church meeting in Glen Waverley.  It was started in Feb 2019, and led by Pastor Adam 
Ch’ng, a former member or HTD.  The church is thankful to God during this time of social isolation. 

o Please pray for our Gospel in 4 Meals evangelistic series over May, that God will bring many non-Christians 
who will respond in faith and repentance 

o Please pray that as we meet online, our church family will care for each other, especially those at the 
fringes and those who live alone 

o Please pray that our church will emerge from isolation more prayerful and that during this season, we will 
commit ourselves to deeper pray individually and together 

Our other Gospel partners will be the focus of next month’s Kingdom Growth Night. 

4) Praying for others personally in church or your group (8.05pm) 

Spend some time praying for one another and for needs specific to each individual and to family and friends. 


