
Kingdom Growth Night (5 August 2020) 

Prayer notes provided are to assist your prayers on Kingdom Growth Night, but they also allow you to 
keep praying through the month. 

1) Opening Prayer (7.30pm) 

2) Praying for the World and the Church 

THE WORLD 

“I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people – 
for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 
holiness.” 1 Timothy 2:1-2 

• Pray for our state of Victoria as we begin our 6-week period of Stage 4 restrictions.  Pray for: 
o those in authority who make ongoing life-and-death decisions around health care, 

treatment, law and order – that they will be given wisdom, care and insight to make the 
right decisions, 

o high-risk workers and people, that they will be spared the consequences of COVID 
infection. 

o teachers and parents who have to face another 6 weeks (at least) of home-schooling, that 
there will be peace and harmony in homes, and that they will set realistic expectations for 
each other.  

o those who have lost work and face financial uncertainty and other anxieties 
o those who are sick (both COVID and un-COVID related) and will have added hurdles 

accessing the health care system 
o those with mental health issues and live in unsafe home environments. 
Prat that God will show mercy and grace to all and that His sovereign hand will direct His 
good will to all that is happening at the present time for His glory. 

• Pray that as Christians who live in this world that is groaning and subject to frustration, we may 
place our hope in the glory of God.  Pray that we might rise to the opportunities given to us as 
children of the light: 

o to live selflessly so that others may see and experience it to the praise to our Father in 
heaven. 

o to store up treasures in heaven and to set our hearts and minds on things above, rather 
than on things which perish and fade 

o to endure suffering with joy, so that the testing of our faith may produce perseverance, 
and result in us becoming mature and complete, and lacking nothing. 

o to comfort others with the comfort we have experienced ourselves from the God of all 
comfort 

o to give the reason for our hope and to preach the Gospel which is the power of God to 
bring salvation to everyone who believes. 

THE CHURCH 

PRAY FOR US IN BLACKBURN AND DONCASTER 

o Pray that God will train us as a church to continue to stand firm in the Gospel, to find creative 
ways to continue ministering to each other and to others in need and to practice godliness and 
holiness through this pandemic. 

o Pray that for those of us who live in Christian households, that we will use this time to practice 
discipleship in our households.   



o Pray for the building works and repairs at the St John’s cottage and church hall to be completed 
despite the Stage 4 restrictions. 

Further prayer points from HTD Staff Team 

Alan - Pray for the congregation to continue to rely on God, yearn for the word of God, and hold 
peace and joy during the pandemic. Thank God for calling people to join the Alpha evangelism course 
in zoom that resulted in some people believing Jesus Christ and join the church.  Pray for the new 
believers that they may grow in Christ by God's truth and grace. 

Michelle – Thank God for the commitment and willingness of Kids Church leaders at HTD and St 
John's to be involved in producing the videos each week, especially Alex who does all the filming and 
editing.  Thank God for the commencement of the new semester of study at Ridley. Pray for 
continued safety and good health for everyone at HTD and St John's, as well as the wider community; 
energy and creativity as we continue supporting, encouraging and ministering to families; and to be 
fully reliant on God in all circumstances. 

Jan – Pray for families at St John's Blackburn to continue to encourage and train their children in the 
knowledge and love of God; that I may be diligent in seeking God and attuned to his leading now, and 
for the future, and that I be guided to good help for ongoing back pain.  

Vijay - Give thanks for our congregation and their patience with all our online church. Give thanks 
for all the random acts of sincere love shown at HTD. Pray that the Lord would bring our church back 
together physically as soon as possible. Until then, pray that we might keep growing to be more like 
Jesus and to be battling against the temptation to sin and complain at this time. 

David and Esther - Thank God for His protection of the church from pandemic, and gracious 
provision for the Church's ministry.  Pray for 1:30 congregation's 59th on-Line Alpha Course. May 
God bring many people to know the Gospel. Pray for a stable and good quality of internet for the 
church's ministries. 

Mark – Pray for wisdom and insight so as to best care for the congregations at 5pm and St John’s.  
Pray for creativity to keep building up and supporting leaders in their ministry, while being able to 
pastorally care for those in need.  Pray for ongoing humility, patience and perseverance in all aspects 
of life.  Pray for the Chew family as they live, learn, exercise and work in the same house for the next 
6 weeks, that they may do so graciously and selflessly. 

Geoff – has been away on leave for the past 2 weeks, so thank God for a chance to recharge mentally 
and spiritually.  Pray for God’s strength and wisdom as he returns to ministry. 

Andrew – give thanks for people’s perseverance and pray we’d continue to persevere through this. 
Pray for wisdom to know how best to care for others and give thanks for the many people already 
doing so.  

3) Praying for our Gospel Partners (7.50pm) 

Pioneers Thailand – Peter and Elspeth Young 
Currently working from Australia 

• We are grateful for our time in Australia and with family (as much as possible with COVID!). 
• Elspeth has just finished her 13 week CELTA/ TESOL course online (and teaching had to be online 

in the present circumstances) and managed to pass.  It has been and will be a great help in the 
classes with the doctors and medical students.  She is so grateful for the opportunity, and that it 
has been at a pace she could keep up. 

• We continue to work remotely from Thailand.  Pioneers is presently having a "40 days of prayer" 
which had been planned since last year.  Peter has been very involved with the translators and 
trying to get the materials out each week so they are accessible by the non-English speaking PI 
missionaries.  It is proving a very helpful time as we wait on Him. 



• We have been advised by the Thai embassy that we should go ahead and apply for a Certificate of 
Entry to return to Thailand before our Work Permit expires on 21 August.  There are very many 
hoops to jump through.  We have submitted the forms and documents for the first step 
(Certificate of Entry). Could you pray that God would make it clear what we are to do? - either 
opening the way to return in what seems like umpteen obstacles or closing the door firmly 
(possibly for quite a few months)?  We are praying for open hearts to accept whichever way He 
chooses. 

• We are sorry that we have not got to see many folks while here with COVID, but hope to contact 
more by phone.  Our phone nos. are Peter 0435 690 510; Elspeth 0435 690 511 

ETCAsia – Andrew and Heather Reid 

Give thanks for: 

• Our first graduates! After three years, ETCAsia has its first graduates with a Masters of Divinity. 
Those studying our undergraduate degree (Bachelor of Theology) have to do a few more subjects 
before graduating. 

• Andrew and Heather getting through another year and still enjoying ministry at college. 
• Good health in the midst of the COVID19 pandemic. 

Pray for: 

• The last semester was quite tough for Andrew who was responsible for 4.5 subjects (and/or 
associated marking). It pushed him to his limits, which meant that other things suffered. Things 
are lighter this semester. Pray for recovery and strength. 

• Heather is enjoying teaching Hebrew this semester. However, pray that she can get enough time 
to catch up on her doctoral studies. 

• Wisdom and skill as we do much of our teaching online via Zoom. 
• The opportunity to develop some stable friendships outside of the college. 
• Wisdom as Andrew, Heather, and the board, face some tough personal and college decisions in 

the coming months. 

AFES (Deakin University) – Candice Bergamin 

• Give thanks for Summit - especially that we could gather to learn from Titus and about eternal 
life IN PERSON - the week before the lockdown! Give thanks too for the three partner churches 
(including HTD) that allowed us to meet in a COVID-safe way. 

• Give thanks for being able to learn from last lockdown, and the beginning of a new trimester with 
a few online-friendly changes (shorter meetings, more small groups). Give thanks too for a dozen 
or so keen first years who continue to join us! 

• Pray for perseverance with the struggles of being online, and that the changes we’ve made will be 
helpful to people. 

• Pray that God would continue to grow staff and students alike in godliness, and that we’d be 
active and effective in reaching out to friends and others with the gospel. 

• Personally, I’m feeling grieved by some pastoral situations that have been going on. Praise God 
for the difference the gospel makes, and that ’the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it’ (John 1:5). Pray for wisdom in applying the gospel to both those who are 
struggling and myself as I try to encourage them in their faith. 

AFES (Monash FOCUS) – Sandra Joynt 

• Pray for international students who are isolated inside their homes (in Melbourne or back in their 
home country), or affected in other ways by COVID19.  Many students’ home countries are 
feeling the effects far worse than Australia. 



• Semester 2 begins this week.  Please pray for wisdom, creativity and stamina as we plan another 
semester of largely online ministry.  Thank God that his word is not chained - pray for His Spirit 
to be changing lives as the Bible is opened with students online in various contexts.  

• Please pray especially for new ways to connect with new and seeking students, despite the 
physical restrictions - this is where our ministry has suffered the most this year.  Pray for online 
advertising to be effective, and for Christian students to reach out to their friends and classmates.  

• Praise God for the news that H, a graduate who was involved in our FOCUS group several years 
ago, who has now returned home to China, just became a Christian last week after reading the 
Bible weekly online with another Christian FOCUS graduate in Japan! 

CMS – Vinicombes 

Give thanks to God: 

• that Beth's hearing loss has resolved and she doesn't need grommets! 
• for the opportunity for Kate to be able to serve using her podiatry skills one day a fortnight. 
• for the blessing of growing relationships with local people. 
• for the nice break and safe return. 

Please pray for 

• more chances to be vulnerable and interdependent with local believers. 
• a suitably godly person to commit to helping Gayangwa with church services and funerals. 
• opportunity and boldness to connect with some younger people. 

Ridley College 

• Give thanks for the successful completion of semester one and students who have finished their 
courses. 
Pray that they would continue to grow and use what they have learned in their ministry life. 

• Give thanks for the successful move to online classes through zoom and the tireless work of the 
library staff making resources available online.  Pray for both staff and students as they adapt to 
the online format, that they would be able to facilitate learning and care and support for one 
another. 

• Pray that the Ridley Board will provide godly governance to the College and be wise in responding 
to the current situation. 

• Pray for students who live or attend church in suburbs most affected by COVID. 

Our other Gospel partners will be the focus of next month’s Kingdom Growth Night. 

4) Praying for others personally in church or your group (8.10pm) 

Spend some time praying for one another and for needs specific to each individual and to family and 
friends. 

 

  



 


