
Kingdom Growth Night (5 May 2021) 

Prayer notes provided are to assist your prayers on Kingdom Growth Night, but they also allow you to keep 
praying through the month. 

1) Opening Prayer (7.30pm) 

2) Praying for the World and the Church (7:35pm) 

THE WORLD 

“I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people – for 
kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.” 1 
Timothy 2:1-2 

• Pray for nation of India, struggling to contain the coronavirus and running short of medical supplies and 
oxygen.  Pray for relief to come soon, and for nations around the world to be generous with their help.  Pray 
for friends, relatives and friends who have relatives in India to be strengthened to find God’s help in times of 
need. 

• Pray for the ongoing political crisis in Burma, where the ongoing crackdown on democratic protests and loss 
of lives, have left the people in despair.  Pray particularly for the Christians, like Ronald and Mary Suah (our 
Gospel partners) and the people of Myanmar Evangelical Graduate School of Theology (MEGST) – that they 
will be faithful witness to Christ Jesus, and also be God’s agent to bring love and hope to their neighbours. 

• Pray for the tensions arising out of China’s political manoeuvres in the South China Sea and beyond.  Like our 
Chinese brothers and sisters, may our hearts be full of love for the Chinese people, many of whom are 
Christians (along with other minorities) under the hand of the authorities, while at the same time, lament the 
actions of the Government who suppress the democratic and religious freedoms of its people, including in 
Hong Kong. 

THE CHURCH 

PRAY FOR THE CHURCH (WORLDWIDE, ANGLICAN AND IN MELBOURNE) 

• Pray for appointment of a new archbishop for Sydney, that God will raise up a godly man, who will be a 
Christlike example to the Christians in Sydney and will guard the faithful deposit of the Gospel in his teaching 
and appointment of rectors to parishes.  Pray that God will guide the electors as to prayerfully discern from 
the shortlist of candidates, and that the process will be undertaken in the unity of the Spirit. 

• Pray that God will raise up faithful leaders to ensure the continued growth of healthy parishes across 
Melbourne and Victoria. Pray that churches and its members will continue to desire the living word of God, 
and will devote their time to its study and to prayer and application of God’s teaching to their lives. 

• Pray that churches across Melbourne will not forsake the Great Commission given to us by the Lord Jesus, to 
go and make disciples of all nation, through the proclamation of the good news of Jesus. 
 

PRAY FOR US IN BLACKBURN AND DONCASTER 

• Thank God for the ongoing ministry of the saints at St John’s and HTD, who serve the Lord and one another 
each week, caring for the lonely and sick, and giving encouragement to those who are struggling with 
troubles in life. 

• Pray for all members to continue to live in unity and love toward one another, and to put the interest of 
others ahead of their own, just as Jesus did. 

• Pray for the various outreach ministries like ESL, Kids Hope, MOPs, that it would be effective in reaching our 
friends, neighbours and family for Christ.   Ask that the Lord will continue to create among us a welcoming 
culture, that extends the love of Christ to all who come into our midst. 

• Give thanks for the recently completed Christianity Explored course, and pray for the various Chinese 
evangelism courses that have just started or will begin shortly.  Pray that many will come to know Christ as a 
result of the work of evangelism in our midst. 

 



Further prayer points from Staff Team 

Vijay Henderson (HTD 10.30am congregation) 
Give thanks for so many ministry-minded people at HTD who are all willing to serve in various roles around the 
church. Pray that plans and ideas we have will help grow the church and we will still be hungry for God's word. 

Esther Ruan and Mandarin (Mandarin 1.30pm congregation) 
• Pray for the congregation's 60th Alpha course starting on 6 June, may the Lord gives us many people to 

know Jesus, and be saved. 
• Pray for the whole congregation to commit to serving the Alpha course, and witness to the Gospel.  
• Pray for David and Esther, and all the co-workers to be spiritually and physically strong in the evangelism. 

Hertz He (Mandarin 10.30am congregation) 
• Pray for our Alpha courses on zoom every Thursday night until 3/6/21. We had about 30 participants 

including 11 un-believing seekers each time for the last two meetings  Pray for the Holy spirit to be with us 
in the meeting, and God to open our hearts to know HIM more. 

• Pray for more new young families to join us to worship and serve God. 
• Thank God, we still can worship God in church safely. 

Jan Budin (St John’s Kids Church) 
• Praise God for physical growth at St John's children's program. 
• Pray for continued spiritual growth of leaders and children. 
• Personally, praise God for His provision and pray for patience in finding suitable work. 

Michelle Caruana (HTD Kids Church) 

Give thanks for: 
• The growing group of committed leaders in the Kids Ministry with new members joining this term. 
• Developing relationships between children, parents and leaders now that we are meeting in person again.  

Pray for: 
• Good time management with my Ridley studies as assessments are due.  
• Wisdom in training and discipling new leaders. 

Geoff Hall (HTY and JTs ministries) 
• Give thanks for youth ministries starting Term 2. 
• Give thanks for the great response from people willing to cook HTY dinners. 
• Give thanks for continued growth and that young people are still eager to bring friends. 
• Ask that God would raise up more willing and godly leaders to love and disciple the many young people 

coming to church and that he would sustain those who are already serving. 

Mark Chew (HTD 5pm, St John’s 8:30am, 10:30am congregations) 
• Give thanks for a successful 5pm camp, where the attendees were challenged to fix their certain hope in 

the return of Christ Jesus, and not to settle for anything less.  Pray that the relationships built up at camp 
will flourish even more over the coming months at church. 

• Give thanks for those who have become Christians at St John’s.  Pray that the Lord will grow them in their 
faith, as they come to know God’s word more deeply, and serve the Lord Jesus more faithfully.  May the 
Lord bless those who are preparing for baptism at 5pm and St John’s. 

• Pray that the Lord will strengthen Growth Group and other leaders, particularly those who are at university 
and have the pressure of examinations coming up shortly. 

Andrew Price (HTD 7:45am, 9am, Wed@2pm congregations) 
• Give thanks for a refreshing time off to see family in NSW and recharge and for those who ‘held the fort’. 
• Give thanks for many of our older folk who are suffering yet continue to joyfully trust in God and faithfully 

follow Christ.  
• Pray for God’s wisdom and work amongst us, to continue growing us (HTD & St John’s) in both maturity 

and number for His glory, especially in an increasingly secular Australia and uncertain world. 
  



 
3) Praying for our Gospel Partners 

Tiff Hall (AFES, Victoria University) 

Give thanks for: 

• The combined bible connect group event last week on Jesus and power. Give thanks for the people who 
came and the opportunity to connect faith with an aspect of life. Please pray that the students would be 
more aware of their sources of power and use their power like Jesus did, to the advantage of others 

• The students leading bible connect groups, for their faithful preparation, leading and administration of 
their groups 

• The students who have met Jesus in John and have been blown away by belief in him being all they need 
for life in him 

Please pray for: 

• our mid-year camp planning, that we would make a conference that works for those who are able to come 
in person and those who will come online. 

• our next bible series on Daniel and for the students leading that material, that they would faithfully lead 
and handle a complex genre well. Pray that students would see that God is in control of all powers and 
that Jesus kingdom is eternal. 

• creativity and flexibility in finding opportunities to connect with them in person as students move back on 
campus over the next 2 months. 

Jillian Davey (AFES, Melbourne University) 

• Please pray for me as I settle into a new home and adjust to living by myself.  
• Please pray for me as I seek to find students to be part of a South Asian Bible study group.   
• Please pray that there will be no COVID outbreaks preventing us from gathering for AFES Senior Staff 

Conference in June 

Chris and Julie Dean (CMS, Timor Leste) 

We would love it if you could pray: 

• for Timor Leste: as it deals with the twin crises of flood-recovery & COVID (Dili has been in COVID-
lockdown for some months); pray for Timorese Christians - and our in-country partner, the Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church of Timor Leste (EPCTL) - as they seek to share Christ’s love in the midst of these crises;  
pray for Timorese government decision-makers, as they seek to manage these situations; pray for 
appropriate generosity from other nations, to assist Timor Leste at this time. 

• for continued progress for us in Tetun language-learning via Zoom. 
• for our supporting Churches, & for our interactions with them, that we would be encouraging & supportive 

Gospel-partners of theirs. 

Please give thanks to God: 

• For the opportunity for Chris to do some optometry work while we wait for departure. 
• For encouraging visits to our supporting churches, and for planned forthcoming visits to others. 
• For churches and individuals who are partnering with us in the Gospel, prayerfully and financially.Give 

thanks for the encouragement of the personal contact and prayers of friends supporting them in their 
planned return to Australia in the middle of this year.  Thank God for his supplying ministries for both of 
them to come back to in Australia. Thank God that these are with strong friends and strategic gospel 
ministries. 

  



CMS - General 

CMS sends missionaries to countries where the opportunity for open Gospel ministry is increasingly more 
difficult.  Pray for those working in such places: 

• Praise the Father for his continuous work among students, and for new students willing to serve in 
leadership roles. 

• Thank God for recent provision of suitable venues for ministry. 
• Please pray for English workshops - that many good relationships will be built through this ministry. 
• Please pray for missionaries’ health, both physical and spiritual, and energy, as May brings a heavy 

workload with travel to remote areas. 

Persecuted Church 

Please pray for: 

• the thousands of  ethnic  Christian Kachin in eastern Myanmar whose villages have been bombed by the 
army forcing them to flee into deep jungle for safety without food and shelter 

• the smaller numbers  of Rohingya Christian refugees in Bangladesh forced from their home in Myanmar 
and doubly suffering in Muslim majority camps and from the  government withholding food supplies to 
them. 

• the remaining Christians in Syria who after 10 years of terrible war, US sanctions and now COVID, remain 
displaced and persecuted in their own county or in hostile Muslim majority refugee camps in neighbouring 
Lebanon. 

• the thousands of impoverished Armenians who having fled combined Turkish and Azerbaijani forces 
recently in the province of Nagoro- Karabakh have lost everything and  are at the mercy of equally 
impoverished countrymen to whom they have fled 

4) Praying for others personally in church or your group 

Spend some time praying for one another and for needs specific to each individual and to family and friends. 


