
Continue to live in Christ 
Colossians 

‘Whatever you do, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus’  3:1-4:1. 
 

 
 
What should I do? How should I live? 
Where should I live? In whom should I live? Who should shape my life? 
 
Be true to yourself? Be what other people expect of you? Become anything you want?  You are the image you 
project? 
 
Believe in Christ, then you are ‘in Christ’. 
 
Christ is enough! You lack nothing. You are ‘in him’. He is the beginning, continuation, growth, and end of your 
journey. We are ‘in him’, so he shapes our lives. We are ‘in him’, so we were ‘with him’ in his death, resurrection, 
ascension, his presence at the Father’s right hand in glory, and our eternal future is ‘in him and so ‘with him’.            
‘In him’, ‘with him’, ‘from him’, and ‘for him’. 

 

Where are you? In Christ. Where are you? With Christ in God. 1-4. 

Put to death … rid yourselves … for you have put on the new self. Christ is all and is in all. 5-11. 

Clothe yourselves … forbear and forgive… put on love.  12-14. 

Let the peace of Christ rule …  

Be thankful  

Let the message of Christ dwell richly …  by one another ministry, and by singing …  

Do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

Wives … 

Husbands … 

Children … 

Fathers  … 

Slaves … 

Masters … 

Everyone! Do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

 

 



 

 

Paul serves the gospel and serves the church by suffering and making the word of God fully known, the 
inclusion of the Gentiles, and by proclaiming Christ. 1:23-28. 

 

He works hard to present them mature ‘in him’, so that they may be encouraged in heart and united in 
love, and know Christ, and all the treasures of God’s wisdom ‘in him’. They must not be deceived, but 
disciplined and firm in faith. 1:29-2:5. 

 

‘So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives ‘in him’, rooted and built up 
‘in him’, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.’ 2:6-7. 

Notice, ‘in him’;  ‘in the faith you were taught’; ‘overflowing with thankfulness’. 

Our security is achieved by Christ, and is relational: ‘in him’. We need to receive and understand ‘the 
faith’. We our whole lives, including our emotions, are expressed in overflowing thankfulness. [We need 
all three!]. 

Don’t be taken captive, because: 

• All the fulness of Deity lives ‘in Christ’, and you have been brought to fullness ‘in him’. 
• ‘In him’ you were ‘circumcised’: you died ‘with Christ’, and were made alive ‘with him’. 
• On the cross we were forgiven, no longer guilty, and also free from evil powers. 2:9-15. 

 

Notice, ‘in him’, and so ‘with him’ in his death, resurrection, and ascension to heaven. 

 

So therefore: 

Do not let yourself be judged: 

• About religious practice [the reality is found ‘in Christ’]. 
• About experiences of worship [Christ the head enables his body to grow ‘from him’]. 
• About human moral rules [because you died ‘with Christ’, and human moral rules are ineffective. 

2:16-23. 
 

‘In him’, and so ‘with him’ and so ‘from him’, in his death, resurrection, and ascension to heaven. 


