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Continue to live in Christ 
Fellow workers all over the world – the bigger picture. 4:2-18. 

 
 

But first! 
 

Remember this!  

‘So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 
rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing 
with thankfulness.’ 2:6-7. 

Understand this! 

If you have trusted Christ for salvation, then you are ‘in him’. If you are ‘in him’, you also 
died and rose again ‘with him’, and so receive ‘from him’ the power to put your sins to 
death, and clothe yourself with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, forbearance 
and forgiveness, and love. And so you will do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to the Father through him. 

Pray this! 

‘Heavenly Father, as I/we have received Christ Jesus as Lord, please help me/us to 
continue to live my/our lives in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith 
I/we have been taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. In the name of Christ our 
saviour, Amen.’ 

Do this! 

God speaks to us through the Bible for ourselves, and God also speaks to us through the 
Bible so that we may teach and admonish and share with others with wisdom, so that the 
message of Christ will dwell richly among us. 

Try this! 

Get a Thanksgiving and Praise Notebook [or ’23 diary].  

Each night write down 5 gifts of God you have received today, blessings of creation or of 
salvation. Thank and praise God for them, and ask him to alert you tomorrow to another 5 
gifts for you to write down tomorrow night, so that you can thank and praise him for 
them! 
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Learn this! 

What is God’s big plan? What is the gospel?  
 
God’s global gospel plan to create his church to bring the message of Christ’s death and 
resurrection for our sin to the whole world. 
 
Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful: and pray for gospel growth, 
and for opportunities to ‘name-drop Jesus’. 4:2-6. 
 
 
What about 4:7-18?         ‘Final greetings’? 
 
Much more! Remember ‘… the true message of the gospel that has come to you. In the 
same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world’ [1:6,7]. 
 
Paul’s gospel team of 80 fellow workers, bring the true message of the gospel to the 
Roman world! 

• Tychicus… 

• Onesimus [read Paul’s letter to Philemon] … 

• Aristarchus …        Mark  [Acts 15:36-41]…        and Jesus [Justus] … 

• Epaphras …    ‘wrestling in prayer’… 

• Luke … [Luke and Acts] 

• Demas [2 Timothy 4:10] … 

• Nympha … 

• Archippus … 

Are you committed to God’s great global gospel plan? Are you praying for family, friends, 
neighbours to become Christians? Are you inviting people to church to learn about Jesus?  
Do you support the evangelism being done by your church? Have you joined a missionary 
society [such as the Church Missionary Society], and are you giving generously and praying 
generously for missionaries? Are you praying that God will raise up workers for his 
wonderful world-wide gospel harvest? May God give us his heart for his world. 

‘May the gospel of Jesus Christ bear fruit and grow all over the world, and especially in … 

and in …      and in …         and in …      In Jesus’ name, Amen.’ 

 


